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These are the adventures of twelve 
young people (aged 14-16) and four Adult 
Leaders from Linburn Explorer Scouts in 
Dunfermline during their two-week trip to 
KwaZulu Natal province in South Africa. 
The expedition took place during the 
2009 Easter break.  
 
Bush skills and close encounters with 
local wildlife 
For four days, the young people lived in a 
wild area camp in the Umfolozi National 
Park, learning bush ranger skills and 
developing a greater understanding of 
conservation and wildlife management.  
 

 
The group at bush camp 

 
During this time the group took part in a 
number of game drives, providing close 
encounters with many animals. A 
charging Black Rhino and a brush with a 
very grumpy bull elephant were 
ñawesome and unexpected experiencesò  
in the view of one Explorer Scout! 

 
Bull elephant takes over the road! 

 
On sleep-out night, two Explorers at a 
time had to stay awake for an hour and 
keep watch on the camp. It was pretty 
scary when, in the distance, African Wild 
Dogs were howling to celebrate a kill and 
then later when the hyenas came into the 
camp and had to be chased away 
 

A day visit to the St Lucia Wetlands 
brought the group into contact with 
crocodiles and hippos and the warm 
breaking surf of the Indian Ocean. 
 
Zulu village home stay 
The highlight of the trip for the young 
people was living for four days in 
Ekhutheleni - a small village in the 
highlands of Zululand. They were able to 
learn about Zulu culture by being part of 
contemporary Zulu village life. 
 

 
Our village 

This included living in traditional huts, 
without electricity or a running water 
supply and sharing meals with the 
villagers. They took part in some local 
ceremonies and events ï including a 
young girlôs coming-of-age ceremony - 



and met the local medicine man and 
women making intricate bead-work.  
 

 
Coming of age 

 
Community Project for Zulu village 
The group wanted to give something back 
to local community. Group Scout Leader 
Stuart Middleton said ñthe village had no 
clean, piped water supply so the most 
challenging and rewarding part of the 
expedition was working hard for two days 
to provide a communal water tap for the 
villageò. 
 

First a pond was dug out, allowing fresh 
spring water to collect. 
 

 
Digging the pond 

 
Then a long section of piping was laid  
downhill to a large water storage tank 
then onwards to the communal tap. The 
pipe had to be laid through thick 
shrubbery and a swampy area. The 
storage tank required a large area to be 
flattened out ï and lots of rock and soil 
removed. 
 

 
The water tank in place  

 
Working side by side with local people, 
the group managed to complete the 
project in timeò.  
 

The group had previously undertaken 
fund-raising to buy all the materials used 
in the project. Scott (15) said ñwe worked 
really hard, sometimes digging with our 
bare hands, but we knew it would make a 
huge difference to village lifeò 
 

 
Mission complete - tapped water! 

 
Battlefield tour and flying high! 
We stayed for two nights at Elandsheim 
Youth Hostel, attached to a German 
missionary church. This was a few miles 
from Rorkeôs Drift and the group visited 
some of the battlefield sites of the Zulu 
and Boer wars.  
 

With the help of an expert battlefield 
guide, they discovered more about our 
colonial history and conflicts in the area, 
including Isandlwana and the true story 
behind the movie ñZuluò.  
 



 
At the Zulu memorial at Isandlwana 

 

Despite the passage of time, the 
battlefields and the accompanying stories 
of heroism and sacrifice proved to be 
surprisingly moving and the group left 
these areas in a very reflective mood. 
 

 
Rorkeôs Drift today 

 
On the final day, at the Umgeni Valley 
Reserve, the expedition finished on a 
high ï literally! They were able to zip wire 
over the Karkloof Forest.  
 

Sometimes more than a hundred feet 
hundred feet up - and see the forest 
canopy from above! 
 

 
Zipping along! 

Was it worth it? 
This expedition was a tremendous 
experience for the Explorer Scouts. For 
two weeks, they were well out of their 
comfort zone ï living in the bush camp, in 
a remote Zulu homestead, even 
Elandsheim hostel. Food, customs and 
language were all very different.  
 

The bush experience was tremendous. 
Everything that had previously only been 
seen on TV suddenly became real, 
exciting and sometimes, frightening! The 
Zulu home stay left a deep impression on 
us all. A very basic lifestyle, with many 
challenges. Working with the local people 
to help make a real difference to their 
lifestyle was a new experience for the 
young people 
 

For everyone, this was genuinely a ñonce 
in a lifetimeò experience. But for some, it 
may well prove to be life-changing. 
 
Finally, before the Expedition! 
There was a lot to do before the 
expedition. During the 12 months before 
the expedition the group raised funds by:  

�x Bag-packing in Marks and Spencer, 
Asda Halbeath, Somerfields and 
Dobbies 

�x Delivering thousands of leaflets, 
organising a book fayre 

�x Collecting and recycling toner 
cartridges. 

  

In all, they averaged around a hundred 
hours each.  Then, there was also: 

�x Nine monthly planning meetings,  

�x Residential weekend activity 

�x A First Aid course 

�x Planning and running meetings for 
other Sections  

�x An on-going commitment to complete 
the John Muir Trust Explorer Award 

 
Just in case you thought it was only two 
weeks! 
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